190 FORESTRY

Section 4.—Forest Resources.

Areas.—The total land area of Canada, revised according to the Labrador
Boundary Award of 1927, is estimated at 3,510,008 square miles, of which 560,000
square miles i# considered as being suitable for agricultural or pastoral purposes.
According to the 1921 census about 220,134 square miles of this agricultural land
was oceupied and about 115,770 square miles was improved,

The total area covered by existing forests has heen estimated at 1,151,454
square miles, of which about 82,260 square miles is land which, if cleared, would
be suitable for agriculture. Under the most economie arrangement about 52,000
sguare miles of this last area would be cleared and devoted to field crops and pastur-
age and the remaining 30,000 square miles would be, and no doubt will be, left under
forest cover in the form of farmers’ woodlots. This leaves an area, of about 1,100,000
square miles of land which could be utilized to the best advantage under forest.

Of the total area under forest at the present time, amounting to 1,151,454
square miles and including the 82,260 square miles of agricultural land, about
200,000 square miles carries mature merchantable timber, 111,234 square miles
carries immature but nevertheless merchantable timber and 554,646 square miles
carries young growth which if protected from fire and other damage will eventually
produce merchantable timber. All this area is so situated as to be eommercially
exploitable at present. The remaining 285,574 square miles is considered as in-
accessible or unprofitable to operate under present conditions. As the result of
the constant and inevitable improvement in conditions affecting profitable exploita-
tion, such as the extension of setilement and transportation facilities, the increasing
world searcity of forest products, and the ever increasing demand for these products,
due to the development of industry and the discovery of new uses for wood, and
the improvements in the methods, equipment and machinery used in logging and
manufacturing forest products, most of this inaccessible timber will eventually
become commercially exploitable.

In Canada as a whole about 8-4 per cent of the total forest area hasbeen per-
manently dedicated to forest production, Previous to the transfer of the natural
resources to the Western provinees in 1930, some 33,023 square miles of this reserved
ares comprised National Forests but these have now in large part become Provincial
Forests. The distribution of Provincial ¥orests, Provincial Parks and National
Parks among the various provinees is shown in the following statement.

FOREST RESERVES AND PARKS IN CANADA, 1932,

Provincial . .
i Provincial | National
Provinces. Forast Parks. Parks

#q. miles. | sq. miles. | sq. miles.

TOVE BOOLIB . .. e rives e et e e e e ra i et e 31 (acres}
Hew Brunswick. . o - - 7§ {anres}
Quebec. . . 28,960 7.288 -

Ontario..... 4,607 4,889 15
Manitoba., .. 3,680 - 1,148
BARKALCIBWAT . ..o t\e et ot re e re i ar e 9,609 B 1,869
LT 7 16,433 24,615
British Columbia. ... . .ovieii i et o 15,964 2,221 1,715




